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Please send your articles direct by email: editor@sonningcommonmagazine.org 





AVIA 


LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION 


www.avialandscapes.co.uk 


¢ Design and Build * Maintenance » Brickwork 
Patios * Decking * Water Features ° Irrigation 
¢Fencing ¢ Plant Supply. 


T: 01189 722 181 E: tony@avialandscapes.co.uk 


Caversham Aerial Services 
TV Aerials Supplied and Fitted. 
Poor Reception? Old aerials? 
Can't get the new digital channels? 


Give us acall - We can help! 


Phone 0118 9673596 


www.caversham-aerials.co.uk 


Freeview fal 


JEN’S 
MOBILE 
HAIRDRESSING 


13 years experience 


MEN'S CUT £7 
WOMEN'S WET CUT £14 C/B DRY £20 


CHILDREN’S CUT £5 | 
COLOUR & HIGHLIGHTING AVAILABLE 


07753 253 4/6 
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Visit our stunning showroom: 
, 8b Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA 
Tel 0118 959 9919 
www.elementskitchens.co.ukK 





“Chiltern ~ 


\ Beauty 


Outstanding Natural Beauty 


Waxing, electrolysis, eyelash tinting, 
eyebrow shaping, make-up, 
Jessica manicures & pedicures, 
Aromatherapy facials. 


Tel: 0118 9723157 
Janet Copp I.H.B.C 
9 Sedgefield Close, Sonning Common 


www.chilternbeauty.co.uk 


Property Consultants 


Shops, Offices, Industrial, Investments 
Valuations, Rent Reviews, Lease Renewals 


George Chilvers and Nigel Price FRics 


0118 947 4600 


www.highmoorcross.co.uk 





SONNING COMMON 


PRE-SCHOOL , 
GROVE ROAD wi 


SONNING COMMON 
0118 972 4760 


We are a happy friendly pre-school 
welcoming children from 2 years ) 
6 months, to come and learn through 
play. We have a purpose built building 

& extensive play garden. 


Morning sessions are 9.00am - 12.00pm 
Afternoon sessions are 12.00pm - 3.00pm 





a 
Adam ’s Pest Control 


Professional Pest Control in Sonning Common 
Rats, mice, rabbits, squirrels, moles, insects, foxes. 
Available 7 days a week. 

BPCA Oualified and Fully Insured 


Call 0118 9723'709 or 0784 9342690 


www.adamspestcontrol.co.uk 
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The ‘season of mists and mellow fruitfulness’ has arrived again and looking 
back it has been one of our better summers, even if it was late arriving! 


WELL DONE to the children and their teachers who have so much to celebrate with 
another year of high achievement. Our congratulations go to them all and our 
wishes for every success in their future choices of secondary school, work or college. 


In the last edition of the magazine | asked for artefacts, comments and memories 
about the magazine. My thanks go to Liz Field, Mary Bremner, Margo Church and 
Mr D. Brewer for examples of the magazine that date back to the first edition. The 
December / January edition will be celebrating the 40th anniversary since the 

first publication, so if you have any items you would like to loan then please do 
contact the team as soon as possible as we will start planning the anniversary 
edition at the end of September. 


One of the main features for this issue is about the role that the FISH bus provides 
for many of the residents in Sonning Common and the surrounding villages. Fred 
Nickson is intending to increase the range of services provided for our increasingly 
elderly population. Alan Goswell is encouraging us all to enjoy our local 
countryside with his detailed walk. The usual features are included, as well as many 
more about local issues and interesting people. 


Please keep sending information and articles, they make our magazine what 
it is. 


iia 
~e 


DIANA PEARMAN Editor 
Email: editor@sonningcommonmagazine.org 


Sonning Common Magazine is on sale at the village library in Grove Road for £1.50 
a copy. Annual subscriptions are available for £15. Contact Geoffrey Adams. Email: 
chairman@sonningcommonmagazine.org Phone: 0118 972 2134 


Magazine coniributions may be posted fo: 
1 Woodlands Road, Sonning Common RG4 9TD 


WHILE EVERY EFFORT IS MADE TO ENSURE THE ACCURACY OF INFORMATION PRINTED IN THIS MAGAZINE, 
THE EDITOR AND THE PUBLISHER CANNOT ACCEPT ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE CONSEQUENCES OF 
ERRORS THAT OCCUR. 
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Helo for disabled residents 


In the April / May edition a feature on disabled access in the village was printed — 


here is what has happened since then. 


Pictured from leff-are Matt O’Sulli 
Chrissie Phillips-Tilbufy¥, fannah R 


7 i 


Oxfordshire County Council is considering installing 
additional dropped kerbs in the village, following an 
appeal by residents and the parish council. 


Hannah Rice, 21, from Woodlands Road, who has cerebral palsy, 
and Lea Road resident Matt O'Sullivan, wno has muscular dystrophy, 
accompanied two county council representatives on a tour of the 
village in July. 


They were joined by parish councillor Chrissie Phillios-Tiloury and local 
resident Ros Varnes. 


The purpose of the visit was for county councillor David Bartholomew 
and keith Stenning, area steward from the Highways department, to 
see for themselves some of the access problems faced by wheelchair, 
pushchair and mobility scooter users. 


The village residents highlighted difficulties in crossing the road in some 
places, due to a lack of dropped kerbs and problems caused by 
narrow, uneven pavements, potholes, overhanging hedges and other 
pavement obstructions. 


They also drew attention to problems with accessing village shops and 
services due to the lack of ramps, automatic doors and doorbells 
within reach of people in wheelchairs. 


The group also discussed whether installing a pedestrian crossing on 
Wood Lane to make accessing the shops and health centre easier 
could be considered. 





Councillor Bartholomew said he was pleased to have had the 
opportunity to see first-hand some of the access issues in Sonning 
Common. 


“We will do what we can to help address the issues within the limited 
Area Stewardship budget we have available,” he promised. “We 
have only £16,000 to divide between the nine parishes for which | 
am responsible, but we will definitely make a start. If we can identify 
priorities and get them costed then we will be able to agree what 
can be done.” 


Among the improvements being considered are the installation 

of a pair of dropped kerbs at the Grove Road end of Lea Road, 
and some kerbing and footpath work at the bus stop outside the 
One-Stop in Wood Lane, to make getting on and off the bus with a 
wheelchair easier. 


Highways officer Keith Stenning said the best chance of getting funding 
for additional projects would be through Section 106 agreements, 
where developers make available funding for additional services/ 
amenities when they build new houses in an area. 


speaking after the visit resident Matt O'Sullivan said: “Sonning Common 
is such a great village with all its amenities. It is just a case of getting 
better access for everyone.” 


Hannah Rice said she hoped the county council would look at the 
most practical solutions for easing access problems and not go for the 
cheapest options. 
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Another great year of GCSE 
results at Chiltern Edge School 


The Year 11 students and staff at Chiltern Edge School 
were very pleased to celebrate another excellent set of 
GCSE exam results in August. These results are very similar 
to the record performance last year on many indicators. 


The key benchmark of 5A*- C grades results, with English and 
Maths, matched last year’s figure of 66%. The overall 5A*- C 
figure was 77%, again the same as in 2012. 


Results for the ‘English Baccalaureate’ were also outstanding with 
28% of students achieving at least C grades in a humanities 
subject and a modern foreign language, alongside their English, 
maths and science. 


Sonning Common 


Primary school 


Year 6 SATS Results (School Assessment Tests) 


2013 


The pupils and staff have been working very hard 
towards the primary school tests, and have again 


excelled in their efforts. 


At a time when the achievement of more able students in state 
schools is under regular scrutiny the top students at Chiltern Edge 
again performed exceptionally well. The proportion of A* grades 
awarded increased by an amazing 4% with some of those pupils 
gaining 10 A* and more — an outstanding achievement! 


Headteacher Daniel Sadler said, “| am delighted with the results 
this year. They reflect five years of hard work by the students, 
highly effective teaching from our staff and excellent support 
from parents. Our year started with a very positive Ofsted report 
and has finished on another high.” 
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A level 4 is the expected level for a Year 6 pupil and so the school is 
very pleased to see a high percentage of pupils achieving above the 
national average. 


Headteacher Chris Hirst said in the end of term newsletter: “We say 
a fond farewell and thank you to our Year 6 leavers. They have 
been great role models for the school and | wish them well in their 
educational journey through life. Our leavers this year are going 

to: Abbey, Chiltern Edge, Didcot Girls, Gillots, Higndown, Langtree, 
Kendrick, King Alfred’s, Reading Blue Coat, Reading School, St 
Joseph's and Shiplake College. | am sure they will all achieve great 
things...” 


The deputy head, Mrs Flora Barton, left at the end of term to take up 
a headship in a school near Wallingford, and the new deputy head 
is Mrs Rachel Salmons, who is a current Year 6 teacher. Good luck to 
them both in their new roles. 
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Pranic Healing - 
what’s it all about? 


Pranic Healing is a simple, yet 


powerful and 


effective system of non-touch energy healing 

developed by M aster Choa Kok Sul. It is based 
on the principle that the body is capable of 

healing itself from many different physical and 
emotional imbalances. It is performed in the 
bio-plasmic energy body that surrounds the 


physical body also known as the 


aura. The healer 


increases the body's ability to heal itself by 
making more life energy available for it to use. 


A treatment lasts around 45 minutes and Is 
suitable for any age and any ailment. 


Please see my website or call me for more 
information on the number below. 


“eile, Seren a 


36 Churchill Crescent RG4 9RX 
07736 298206 
www.ukpranic-healing.co.uk 
sjpranichealing@ gmail.com 


Byways DYoelmewrlenlee 


Quality Care 


+ All aspects of general dentistry 
+ Teeth whitening and cosmetics 
+ NHS for children & anyone in 
full-time education 
+ Affordable payment plans 
L [ 
+ Flexible opening times 


+ imple free cal parking 


Main St, Checkendon, RGS OSP 


Dedicated Team 





Byways Dental 
Practice 





Tel 01491 4680412 





Oak | ‘Gove 
Garden’ Services 


LANDSCAPING (HARD OR SOFT) 
FENCING * TURFING « PATIOS * HEDGING 
WATER FEATURES 


James Watkins 


‘Oak Grove’ * 13 Grove Road * Sonning Common * Berkshire RG4 9RH 
Telephone: 0118 972 2659 


PEPPARD FIRST CHOICE FOR 
surcoine surecies =P HE PROFESSIONAL 


ma, ‘FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 





ni’, °¢ Competitive Trade ¢ Bricks/Blocks 
eA Pricing /Aggregates 
— | Bulk Bags ¢ Trade Shop 
zz Specialist Insulation e Plenty of Parking 
Stockists e Web Offers! 
~ e Indian Sandstone 


Call 0118 972 2028 / Sat Nav RG4 8XA “Terms and 


(oy areliateyars 


Visit www.peppardbuildingsupplies.com apply 


Computer Problems? 


Is your PC outdated, misbehaving, virus infected? 


Fault Diagnosis, Maintenance & Upgrades, 
Data Recovery & Migration, Virus Cleaning, 
Networking, Broadband and much more. 


Call Robin Piercey 


at Influential Computers on 


01491 680036 


or visit www.influentialcomputers.com 


GRAHAMS Painting & Decorating — Fascias & Soffits ar 


MAINTENANCE _ Door & Window Fitting — Plumbing || 
Fitted Bathrooms — Floor & Wall Tiling — Fencing & Decking | 


Wood & Laminate Flooring— Sheds Supplied & Fitted 


Garden Maintenance — Guttering & Flat Roofing etc... 


FREE ESTIMATES 0118 972 3114 


+Cellings « “Walls Dry Lining «Rendering 
«Pebble Dashing «Patch Repair Work 


Call Jamie on 01189 242861 


Or Email: Jeo: plastering a notmal ee: UK 
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Co ll rCrFA RNS: 


Comprehe nsive eve 
ex nIinAtons 


Full contact lens service 


Free specs for children 
Extensive range of 
designer frames 


Main agent for “.ciss 
and Rodenstock lenses 


Free parking 


0118 947 2099 


Ve robinjames. co.uk 





4 Church Si, Caversham, Reading (opposire Waitrose) 


Wisepower 


ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS LIMITED 


T. 07810 798798 / 0118 972 2767 
E. wisepower@btinternet.com 
W. wisepowerelectricalcontractors.co.uk 


4 Mullens Terrace, Chazey Heath, Reading, RG4 9ES 


ALLAREAS COVERED 2 


BONNER LOCKSMITHS 
INSURANCE APPROVED 
DOORS & WINDOW LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED, 
CHANGED OR UPGRADED (83621) 


DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PREMISES 
DIGITAL LOCKS* BARS 


FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 


CALL OUT SERVICE 
PULL. VWEMBER 
(OF BRITISH 


— 





1491 680216 | , / ; LOCKSMITH 

| CRESTWELLHOUSE Bist 

eech Lane, KGS 0PX @® Woodcote Sr. Reading 
PROPRIETOR: S. J. BONNER 





ts oyer-| Miu m{=1|t=|0)(= il (0) A(=\1 ml md.4 01-14 =) 0101-10 Oxo) ali e- (ecole 

e Estd. over 30 years 

e All electrical works undertaken including: new 
build, extensions, re-wires. outside/garden works 

e Small or large works 

e Test and inspect 

e Fire alarms 


APPROVED pomestic “) ~ 
CONTRACTOR INSTALLER | 


C U sto an =f S d {| sta ct 0 nN 0 U [ P r| 0 | ty Oxfordshire Schools and NHS Trust Approved Contractor. 








Tel 0118 972 33 80 


Kidbys Yard, 28 Kennylands Road 
Sonning Common, Reading, RG4 9JT 
www.kidbys.co.uk Fax: 0118 972 10 02 
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Want to look and feel great!! 
Try Pilates — controlled, yet gentle exercise 


Classes in Sonning Common area 
Including Ante and Post Natal 


Mondays / Tuesdays / Thursdays 
Beginners and Intermediates 
Max 12 in Group (6 in Pregnancy classes) 
Private sessions also available 


Christine Brook -— Member of Body Control Pilates” “Association 
Ring O7 789 71701? or email chris@ti 
Website at www. time4 pilates. co.uk 





}/// curtains, \\\}| 
| ///BLINDS, PELMETS,\\ \ \ 
jj] TIEBACKSETC. \\\ 
ALL AT COMPETITIVE 
PRICES 


CALL CAROLINE ON 
0118 954 2448 
OR 
0781 561 0007 


a 2 24 PEPPARD ROAD 
» SONNING COMMON 
10% OFF with THis VOUCHER 
CHILDREN’S PLAYROOM 


CUTS - £11.00 GRADES - £8.00 CHILD CUTS £9.00 
CUTS & BLOW DRY - £12.00 RESTYLE - £15.00 
SENIOR CITIZEN - £7.00 BEARD TRIM £4.00 
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Neva | omal consulfation about sonning Neighbourhood Develooment Dan 
Viletelsaelel Commons Neighbourhood 


Helen Lewis, as the new Development Plan has begun. ons 


Booking Ageni, has now Sonning Common Parish Council has submitted a formal request to undertake a 
settled in wonderfully well and neighbourhood plan in Sonning Common with some sites included from Kidmore 

is keeping the hectic business End and Rotherfield Peppard parishes. A neighbourhood plan is a way in which the 
side together with Susan parish council can play a key role in shaping the way Sonning Common develops 
Launders, the Treasurer, so alll is and grows in the future. It is a tool created by government to help empower local 
running smoothly. communities in the planning process. 

An Energy Audit has been carried 





The parish council has already been very follows the parish boundary for Sonning 
eA Metre ical teh Aelia active in promoting and developing strong Common with the inclusion of small areas of 
saad peer Lene foundations for their neighbourhood plan, having Kidmore End and Rotherfield Peppard. The 

j established a working party in 2012. Receivin consultation runs from 6 September — 18 

The art work on the back wall an official cic: i first stage of the oe is out further The NDP team held an open meeting on the evening of he 19 SON 15B Proposal: This site is to be set aside and not included 
continues fo be a source of much formal neighbourhood planning procedure. information on this consultation by visiting www. July 2013. It was attended by 46 residents and the agenda was _ in the next design stage of our NDP 
<ne/aal—aimelslen ollie Se\lelell\/ We as the local planning authority, must carry southoxon.gov.uk/neighbourhoodplans and an update on the work of the NDP group since the February Re. housing | agree. However | do wonder if there is an opportunity 
olUisiatemiat—m@xelanlaale ali amaneniiona out a consultation to see if the neighbourhood clicking on the Sonning Common link. open meetings, to feedback the results of the surveys on for a small recreation area at the northern edge of the site for use 
Mio Nala Balelli SAS RUS eKelaioiialle\/<e planning area that the parish council want to do anyone wanting to comment on the proposals SON 15 and the draft built limits map, as well as the possible by residents of any new develooment on 15A. This would eliminate 
by a variety of local residents and the the neighbourhood plan in, is appropriate. can send through our online consultation portal OPTIONS scenario on a mairix to show where homes, offices the need for children to cross Reade’s Lane and help prevent 
© prollinalolaiatela xe] mial-xero)aalaaliiic~ We are conducting a six week consultation founciariniecddiess and amenity green space might be placed. unauthorised use of schoo! premises. 
SC aLied amu seeking views on whether or not the Sonning Any further queries can be directed to planning. Chiltern Edge School now has foundation status — separate from Development would not fit in with rural surroundings Que To rise of 
head icehl mh hedaced is Common Neighbourhood Plan Ared is suitable. go jicy@southoxon.gov.uk Oxfordshire County Council. Its buildings date from its construction in land. Not to be built on: too visible and encroaches on slim line 

The area that the parish council has submitted 1956/7 and, due to limited re-investment and refurbishment in the separating Sonning Common from Kidmore End. 

intervening period, are now in need of some major work. The governors Agreed that the site should NOT have buildings on. Only possible 
seascape cas ne ee cae cee es caessgy coco ceca sce ee castes nsec ecco ene cee ee eae Sisal ie eruinioteneseceiGiseonciicnionner orca: eer eerste 


of this century and to allow the school to compete efficiently, against 


: ; ; : : | | — The proposals for SON 15A and 158 will be discussed by the parish 
: Ci ’ OC ee ICS OS OC Q X : | | ar ; : both private fee-charging and state capitation-funded schools, an council at their September meeting. 


extensive re-investment programme is required. 


The governors of the school applied to SODC to have the site 15 added 


The annual village lunch, with a theme of Back to the eens and the oe and photos were great talking | to the SHLAA for development consideration. As a result, the NDP 
sixties, was held in Sonning Common Village Hall on the Pola ie i yee silica ane Ove Ocean isin Ot : working group, were then obliged to carry out surveys using the same 
first Friday in September. It was a very successful and how very different entertaining was 50 years ago. The meal started 3 paperwork, as were used on the 14 other sites. 


with salmon and mushroom vol-au-vents and foil covered potato 
hedgehogs spiked with cheese and pineapple chunks soeared on 
cocktail sticks. This was followed by gammon, fresh carrots, broad 
beans and new potatoes with grilled pineapple and a roll and butter. 
The pudding was Black Forest gateaux or Lemon meringue, followed 
by coffee and chocolates. There was also a glass of wine included. 


enjoyable event, attended by 68 people, and it raised 
£990 toward the cost of the new village skate park: this 
was accepted by the organiser of the project- Carole 
Lewis. Money from the book stall and raffle went towards 
the Village Gardeners autumn bulb planting fund. 


Feedback forms were completed at the end of the presentations by 
many who attended. If was assumed that those who did not complete 
the forms were in general agreement with the proposals. The feedback 
from villagers, including that from the working party who met on 27 
June to audit the work of the NDP sub group, and the comments have 
been summarised. The AUDIT group was made up of villagers wno had 


hrissié Phillios-Til ill Vallis wh issie Wi isi iz Ni 
The event was organised by Chrissie Phillips-Tillbury and Jill Vallis who Jill and Chrissie will be organising food for the Quiz Night on Friday 27th nonesmmieied ne cavevsonc On iS aid @ wereens io nie deen 
were superbly supported by a team of regulars who decorated the september in the Village Hall. The proceeds will also be in aid of the independent view 
hall, prepared the food and washed up. skate park and the hall is also booked for lunch on Christmas Day. 


SON 15A 27 proposals returned: 18 agreed and 9 disagreed 


The hall was decorated with a very festive display of blow up electric SON 15B 27 proposals returned: 25 agreed and 2 disagreed 


guitars, record covers and bunting. It looked great and added to 





Feedback comments are in Italics 


SON 15A Proposal: This site has potential for a develooment 
option and should go forward into the next design phase of our NDP 


Has the capacity fo see good layout on a sife that will not take 
away the village effect that the team are trying to retain. 


More three bedroom homes please and affordable small houses 
and/or bungalows. 


Reade’s Lane would require upgrading to cater for traffic. However, 
with heavy develooment on SON 2 Reade’s Lane will be too 
congested. 





Further information can be found on www.scpc-ndp.co.uk f 





youth zone 


ae iy | Call MV Driv 2 I T.C. FULLER PLUMBING & HEATING 
a o S| r O) R s Be) ‘es Fi: a Yi | | | _— 6 | | / Vi | y Dy Le IV VY er «Installation Maintenance e Service ¢ Repair 
a 7 





Boiler replacement, heating system upgrade & 


Frien d / Y & Re / la bl © adaptations, power flush. 


Hot water cylinder replacement. 


. & , Ta xX / S erv / ce All plumbing work undertaken. 


' 
ys kb _ ee | certain! mye his - y* 4 | : Bath/Shower rooms, water softeners-salt supplied. 
swell as a ade Seg ies: Based in Son ning Common ¢No call out charge «Free estimates «Fully insured 


oo | 
a | i° 


roe e cape sl - 07796 688477 | 


ae SEARCH {wore | _ : Shaun Guard eee 
. TV AERIAL SERVICES 


2 NI=1=) ale mem - me l(-m1(0] dilate mye: alole) molefeliammiarelecelalmiare|| 
the word search should be about school, so here it is: (© Poor Reception Solved - Aerials repaired & supplied 
PENCIL (© TVs - Hung on your wall for you. Also supplied & tuned 


(© Extra TV Points - For aerial and Sky (In HD!) 


PEN Pal : (© Sky TV - Also Foreign Language TV Family run business that cares Fantastic range of samples 
All made to your exact needs Free quotation & fitting 


PAPER ff . Call Henley-on Thames 01491 699114 Why are we so different? Because we love what we do! 


ele) F A part of > — OXFORD AERIALS Showroom: 118 Henley Road, Caversham, RG4 6DH 


WHITEBOARD 0118 950 9449 www.smartblinds.org 
TEACHER / [ese neater enema 

DESK | 

RULER 
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BS guys, . 

| hope you <—s, se naps 
- includesy Book:revic ew and a film re 
ladder! | hope:you a wi! nev ern 
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any age & any style 





and all in the comfort of your BRICKLAYING, EXTENSIONS, 
own home ~GARDEN WALLS, PATIOS ETC 


“BOOK REVIEW : FILM REVIEW Ring Maureen on ee 
*y IWOMABIES meteors ers mecten - 0118 972 1074 | | cx Peon graszaezss 


The Abominables is an adventure story and - Percy Jackson and the Sea of Monsters 


* 
ee PPPS SOHOHOSOHOEHEHEHHEEH EE HHHOHHHHHHHHHHO OS OHHHHS CHSC OOOH OO HTEFSLOToVeLCHL CHEECH OOO EHHHCSC OHSS ELSE OSES HOSTEL ESCO OLEH ERELOLO SEO OOOO OESeE, 






No Call-Out Fee and Free Estimates 


07752 759908 


www.gunningplumbing.com 





a parson | itis also.a funny and amazingly scary book. > — Percy Jackson was a really good film although it was > a= 
ad ae: jz e # if 
= \ Eva Ibbotson is a well known author and | * — scary | loved alll of it! It makes you want to see alll of : @ M ir f xX i i | gp u ni n na.co 
recommend her books. - — the films that have been made about it. It was brilliant! . \ g ny ) gpl lumbi g. Mm 
° ; - - . plumbing Pea) * gas ° 
: ° & Repairs & Maintenance for almost anything! 
‘St Dinosaur Scramble, by Jeanne Willis. Read by Zack Hawkes, FOR GIRLS All building maintenance and repairs, interior / exterior. ALL DOMESTIC PLUMBING. HEATIN G. & GAS WORK 
e e 1 ] F ae * a a 1 = 7 ae 7 : PE Le 1 : - Le! . 
> for 6-7 year olds. | read dinosaur scramble over the summer and Decorating, Floor / Wall Tiling, Plumbing, Electrical, | att Po , 
ee ee a oe Woodwork, Glazing, INSTALLATIONS, REPAIRS, & EMERGENCIES 
« Think it is a great book. Ii was so funny and a page-tumer. | would * One Direction: This Is Us | Specialist Paint Effects and heti . 
: definitely recommend this book! = This is an awesome film and | would : ‘ — ~~ | or gat ae on , Ac 
3 ne ola | or older properties. CAVERSHAM BASED 
° shies Je an neal cs ae Kitchens, Bathrooms and Conservatories refurbished. GAS SAFE REGISTERED ENGINEER 
: The David Beckham Academy. Read by Finn Hawkes, for and see if wilh some other people oe Landscaping, Patios, Water Features, Fencing, , : | ve | . 
: . who love the film as it makes it Hed d Tree Cutt SERVING READING & THE SURROUNDING AREA 
; 5-8 year olds. This book was really good and there were lots of | : edge and iree Cutting. 
° exciting football scenes. | would recommend it - it was brilliant. more enjoyable. hae Sheds and outbuildings repairs and maintenance CALL ANDREW ON 07815 304 934 
— 
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An Autumn Tare teh 


I's gloomy outside, alte ALE olhed drawing 
in, you're feeling low — but have you 
heard of Circle Dance? 


e As the name suggests, YOu eraike Melodic but 
that’s just the Solar 


















e There are dances from around the world: some 
fast to get your hea 


rtbeat going, some slow to 
foster calm; there a 


romeo laa ite) Palecere! music 
and also to pops past. 


+ ; 
: a ILLUST RATED TALKS 
nee ms N Society's co iti 
(similar to a pub Slg. ‘aaa ai 
The Vi | ‘ 
ilage Sign should include it 
its 


ome of it 
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¢ You join in when you wish, make the fexee| 
mistake — but you won 


+ upset your rexelaialeas 
because YOU don't need one. 





Geoff Hawkins gives an i\lustrated talk showing some of the 
eee! common plants that you 4 
signs to be A4 or lar ge 
r 


re likely to grow in your house. 
Tuesday 45th October at 7:30 pm 








Entries with 
details to: your name and contact 
¢ You just bring yourself plus comfortable J ael=ae 
Nome le (— limit, just enthusiasm required. Why not 
give if a go fe} 


nd return home NYo]|;41aXe menm elles 







Mark Rich 
a 
RG4 9LX ds 2 Lambour 


: ne Road 
ark.ri | 
K.richards62 @btinternet.c 
com 





° First time free including a CUP of tea, SO you've 
nothing to lose. 












ahi will be dis 
here will be a pr 





Brian Fisher 








Open to E 
VER 
YONE < Closing date 31 M 
arch 2014 
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Christ the King Hall _ 


3.30 to SPM 


6 October, 3 November, 1 December 


has been lecturing in horticulture for many years. 
Asa recognised 'Plantsman he has travelled widely and 
discovered many exciting plans and gardens. 


Tuesday 42th November at 7.30 pm 





played in th 
e Village 
Ize of £20 for the oo. ond 
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PEPPARD MEMORIAL HALL 
A DESIGN!!! 
01491 87 WAAR) 


— GALLOWSTREE RO 


Lots more information is available at www.cehs.info 


_ 
at 
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_ Setters Geesultancy Services Led. Fil 


ney Services PATS CUR 


An Accountant That Will Save You Tim 
& Paper Work 


Excellent customer service & free intial consultation 


> Sell-ASsegsererds = Corpor athe Tak Requnis 
Call: C118 GF27611 


» AccOUrES 
Email: Keith Jefferies 2@ycslimeted.co.uk 


> Rarimess Achice 


CERAMIC WALL & FLOOR TILING 


Xo | al=s-)\\,= Wn C1gel0l WAM Lalaatomelele)e)itcre 
Floor Levelling & Plastering 
Free Estimates & Advice 
Call Mick 0118 901 1777 / Mobile: 07841 586003 










COLLINS, DRYLAND 
& THOROWGOOD LLP 
SOLICITORS 


12 Hart Street Henley-on-Thames RG9 2AU 


Please contact Mrs Wendy Holmes 
(formerly of our Sonning Common Office) 


Telephone: 01491 572323 
email: wendyholmes@collins-dryland.co.uk 


THAMES VALLEY GYMNASTICS CLUB 
Bird Wood Court 

Peppard Road 

Sonning Common 

(Registered Charity No. 1062939) 


# Modern Gymnastics facility with “state of the art” equipment 
and dance studio 


 Elite/Competitive squad coaching to Regional/National levels 
@ General Gymnastics classes for Boys/Girls - all ages/abilities 
Pre-School programmes 

# Ballet Classes 

# Play Gym for the Under 5s (Tuesday & Thursday a.m.) 

# Gym Birthday Parties 

# Room for hire 


For further information, please call in or telephone 
Kevin Cassidy, Club Manager, on 0118 972 4401 


GIRL POWER 


Female Electrician 


Local - Honest — Reliable 
Please call Jess 


0738/0 507749 


for all your 
electrical needs 


SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE 


For all your property maintenance requirements: 
¢Decorating - inside and out 
Paper Hanging 
«Carpentry - including door easing & hanging 

Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal 
«Plumbing - leaking taps etc. 

¢Patio’s, Landscaping & Garden Design 

Hedge Cutting & Planting 


Pass on your TO DO list 
ROB SMITH Tel: 0118 972 4560 


MRS TIGGY-WINKLE IS IN 


DW B)te late Mate ldaate lal 











I wonder when you last saw a hedgehog in your garden. 
Or, for that matter, one squashed im your road? Search 
for Erinaceus europaeus and you will find the common 
hedgehog. On google you will get 500,000 hits. 


Memories of kindly Mrs Tiggy-Winkle and her 
starring role in Beatrix Potter's books, bring back 
childhood bedtime stories and a reminder of 
how firmly engraved in our minds are these 
prickly creatures, BUT the common hedgehog 
is in trouble as a species. Hedgehog numbers 
are declining in Britain by 3 to 5 % each year 

in our towns and villages. Amazingly it looks as 
though the hedgehog's decline is on a par with 
tigers. The losses are worst in the south of Britain. 


Alarm bells ringing? They should be. Luckily 
people around the country have been spurred 
into action. 


This year researchers are looking into regional 
differences and if changing weather patterns 
are playing a significant role in behavioural 
change. Are the milder winters making 
hedgehogs wake up earlier? 


Once up and awake, these normally nocturnal 
creatures are thought to travel about a mile 


every night foraging for food. Unfortunately 
the garden fence is in their way. Hedgehogs 
need corridors to travel around to find their 
diet of earthworms, beetles, caterpillars and 
slugs. Hedgerows make good corridors, 
garden walls and fences do not. 


Interested in helping hedgehogs? Here is what 
you can do! 


Will you become a hedgehog champion? 
and make your street into a hedgehog 

friendly environment? (Oxfordshire has over 200 
hedgehog champions across nine towns and 
villages) 


A hedgehog street is a good way to help. Make 
a small hole under the fence of gardens that 
back onto or are alongside each other, and 
suddenly life gets a whole lot easier for Britain's 
spiky mammals. 


Interested then visit www.hedgehogstreet.org 
to find out more. 
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Volunteer if you have a garden... 


Dr Phil Baker from the Reading University 
school of Biological Sciences is launching 
a study to examine hedgehog populations 
iN gardens throughout Reading and the 
surrounding areas, and is looking for help 
from families / individuals with gardens. 


Dr Baker explains: “Wany people are not aware 
that their garden is a home for hedgehogs. 
Volunteers will simply be asked to have a small 
plastic tunnel in their garden for Q week or 
two, to record the footprints of any hedgehogs 
that walk through if. This technique will give Us 
the first real indication of where hedgehogs 
actually are in urban areas.” 


If you are interested in taking part email: 
hedgehogs@reading.ac.uk 


Look out for dead hedgehogs, 
killed on the roads... 


Ben Williams, an ecologist at the University of 
Reading, is looking to obtain genetic samples 
from hedgehogs in a zone approximately 

10 miles north and south of the M4 between 
Bristol and Reading. One source of these 
genetic samples is the body of a hedgehog 
killed on the road. 


As many hedgehogs now seem fo be living in 
and around villages, we are hoping to enlist the 
help of people living in this study zone by 
gelling them to report any sightings they have 
of dead hedgehogs so that we can collect the 
remains and take a small tissue sample for our 
analyses,” explains Ben. Please contact Ben b. 
williams@pgr.reading.ac.uk for more 
information. To report any sightings, please get 
in touch via email: hedgehogs@reading.ac.uk 


These studies will probably take a long time but 
the results should provide the information why 
there has been such a decline in the hedgehog 
population, especially in rural areas. When was 
the last time you saw one squashed in the road 
or a Mrs Tiggy-Winkle in your garden? 
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‘@) In focus 


A bright future 


for FI 


By Ros Varnes 


FISH Volunteer Centre chairman Fred Nickson 
isaman with a vision. He has clear ideas on how 
he would like to develop the 35-year-old village 
charity over the next few years. 


One of his aims is to raise the profile of 
FISH so that more people Know it is there 
to help; another is to diversify the service 
to offer more than transportation; while a 
third is to modernise. 


FISH currently offers a transportation service 
to residents who do not have their own cars, 
are disabled or are too frail to drive. Scores 
of residents regularly use FISH to get to and 
from medical appointments, to go shopping 
and have fun days out. 


Chairman for just over a year, Fred began 
his association with the charity as a driver 
of the yellow FISH bus. He says: “FISH is such 
a worthwhile charity and we have so many 
wonderful volunteers working with us but 
we are really only scratching the surface 

of what we could do if we had a higher 
profile and more funding.” 


‘1 come from a commercial background 
and | believe the charity needs fo be run 
like a business. We need publicity and we 
need on-going financial support so that 
we can develop the service and helo 
more people. 


‘Lam not a ‘do nothing’ person. | am 
committed to taking FISH forward over 
the next few years and expanding it.” 
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The organisation, based at the village hall 

in Wood Lane, has come a long way since it 
was started by Ann Butler-Smith in her kitchen 
at the Rotherfield Peppard/Rotherfield Greys 
Rectory three and a half decades ago. 


Altogether around 70 volunteers Currently 
support FISH as committee members, office 
workers, bUS and car drivers. 


According to Fred, who runs an antiques 
business from his home in Stoke Row Road, 
Rotherfield Peppard: “More and more 
people need us but they don't know we are 
there because we are in a small office at 
the back of the village hall. 


‘! would really like to see us being able to 
move to bigger, more suitable premises so 
that we could put up a big sign outside and 
people could drop in for a cup of fea and 
acha, 


One of FISH’s future aims is to resurrect a 
home-visiting service for the housebound 
once sufficient, suitable volunteers are 
recruited. Tne charity also needs additional 
drivers to take people to and from essential 
appointments. 


Although FISH carries the Christian symbol 
of the fish, if is not linked to a church and 


~ 





people of any faith, or none, are welcome 
to use the service, according to Fred. 


This month the charity is taking delivery 
of a new minibus - and it isn’t yellow! 
Fred explained that the committee 

had decided to opt for a light blue bus 
because a yellow one would have been 
more expensive. 


The new bus is specially-built with an 
hydraulically-operated disabled platform 
at the back. The charity is selling advertising 
soace on the bus to local businesses to 
help pay for it. 


FISH is Currently running monthly tea 
parties in the village hall which are 
proving very successful. 


For more information about FISH 
and to volunteer contact: 
www.fisnvolunteercentre.co.uk 
Phone: 0118 972 3986 








as well as the legendary mystery tea tours. 


For some of its regular users the FISH bus 
is something of a lifeline. It improves 
their quality of life by taking them on 
days out and helps with routine tasks 
like shopping and getting to and from 
essential medical appointments. 


When people do not have their own car or are 
unable to drive, for whatever reason, 
the FISH bus is a real godsend. 


It serves not only Sonning Common but the 
whole area covered by Sonning Common 
Health Centre, including Rotherfield Peppard, 
Rotherfield Greys, Kidmore End, Gallowstree 
Common, Binfield Heath, Kingwood and 
Cane End. 


Crowsley Way residents Sally Stallwood and her 
friend Joan Wade are FISH bus regulars and 
go on many of the fun days out organised by 
the charity's volunteers. 


On Sally’s birthday this August they went on 
Q boat trip which took them along the River 
Thames from Wallingford to Abingdon. 


Said Sally: “/f was really lovely, | thoroughly 
enjoyed it. | go out with FISH four or five times 
a month. If! diant, | wouldnt get out and 

if is fhe same for a lof of ofher people. 


‘| feel that going on the FISH bus really 
improves my quality of life. We always go 
fo different places and we can all come 


up with ideas about where we want fo go. 
It is also really good value for money.” 


Barbara Butler, from Wood Lane, volunteers 

for FISH and is usually up for a fun day out on 
the bus. Recently, she went to Bath and was 
very excited about spending time luxuriating in 
the world-famous Bath Spa. 


speaking before she left, she said: *! think it is 
the bestest treat ever. The last time | went was 
in February and if was the most extraordinary 
experience to have been in the water at 95°F 
when if was snowing outside. ” 


she had persuaded her friends Edwina Lamond 
and Barbara Blackwell fo join her this time 
and had been giving her friend Edwina some 
swimming lessons in preparation for the visit. 


Edwina described what going on the FISH tours 
meant to her. "If is fun, if is freedom and it is 
camaraderie. We have a lof of laughs.” 


sheila Maughan got involved with FISH six 
years ago as an organiser of trios to National 
Trust properties. Now treasurer, she continues to 
help in the office organising FISH’s schedule. 


she said: "The pleasure | get out of being 
involved with FISH is seeing ofher people enjoy 
themselves. They are having a day 

out, a day away from home and that is 

what it is all about.” 


The FISH bus trips for October are alll listed on the diary pages — please have a look. 
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All aboard THE FISH BUS 


This summer FISH bus clients have enjoyed day trips 
to Bath, Brighton, various National Trust properties 


TOP LEFT: 
Volunteer FISH bus driver John Pearman 
preparing fo leave for Bath. 


TOP RIGHT: 

On the bus and looking forward fo the 
trio to Bath are, back row, from left, 
Sylvia Dickins, Valerie Borsberry and! 
Sheila Maughan. Front row, from left, 
Barbara Blackwell, Edwina Lamond and 
Barbara Butler. 


BELOW: 
FISH bus regular Sally Stallwood. 
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WEE-COT SEATING 


U pholstery, Loose Covers, 
Replacement Cushions, Chair 
Caning, French Polishing 
& Furniture Repairs 


LIZANNE SMITH 
TEL: O118 972 4560 


Fitted Carpets & Vinyl Specialist 
Underlays & Fixings Supplied 
Re-Adaptions & Restretches 
Measuring, Estimating & Planning 
Carpets Vinyl Amtico Kamdean 
home AN te > ¢ 1 oii [eq = 





Set in an idyllic village location, our 
small, friendly pre-school creates a 
very special environment tor children 
guided by a tearm of highly qualified, 


caring staff. Please contact us for details. 


ae registrar@keps.co.uk Contact 
wit an et links to Heidi Snookes-Owen 
aie PODIATRIST/CHIROPODIST 
all al B.Sc., D.Pod.M., S.R.Ch., M.Ch.S. 


Peppard and Emmer Green. 


O)israe 
Outstanding 
2010/7011 | 


soft Gee shins 


Loose Covers Conservatory Blinds 
Curtains Quilted Bedspreads 
Re-upholstery Tracks & Poles 
Carpets Plantation Shutters 


TEN YEAR GUARANTEE 
For personal, helpful service, please telephone 


01844 261 769 








wood lane dentistry 


Vik Chugani BDS MFDS RCSEdin MSc 
Richard McQuillan BDS 

e Your local family friendly practice 

e Routine general dentistry 

e Affordable dental plans with Denplan 

e Children seen on the NHS 

e Tooth whitening 

e Cosmetic dentistry and Implants 

e Ample free parking 

Now taking on new patients 

Saturday and evening appointments available 
HAPPY HEALTHY SMILES. 





oa 


Denplan 


i ep ee oo ei Ce 
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Stafford & Son 
Loca! Garden & Building 


Maintenance Services 


ffermng services in all aspects of garden and 
grounds maintenmee, be it large or small, in- 
cluding hedge and tree work 


Fencing, landscaping, pressure washing and Andrew Stafford 


general ground works. 
Phone: 01491 642 191 


Interior and extenor building maintenance, 
Mob, 07859 940 137 


including gutter repairs / cleaning and handy 
Ma Services. 


PODIATRY CLINIC 


Professional treatment & advice for your feet 





HPC REGISTERED 


0118 972 4742 





PICTURE FRAMING 
SMALL LOCAL WORKSHOP 
‘Work carried out for local gallery 
Complete framing service 
Canvases stretched 


Mounts cut for existing frames 
Old photographs restored 

Local collection/ delivery 
Contact Colin Ward 0118 972 2075 








07802 213 381 
www.grahamblake.com 
Established Family Business 


CONTACTING THE PARISH COUNCIL 
For all matters please contact Philip Collings, Parish Clerk on 0118 972 3616 or email clerk@sonningcommonparishcouncil.org.uk 
This page has been paid for by the Parish Council. 
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( an oe Margaret Dolphin, who died in April, the doorstep of a house where the husband 
aged 89 years, was a true Sonning was in France, and watched the village 
Common villager. women “liberating” soiled linen dumped 
iN a pit opposite Chiltern Edge School by 
Born Margaret Saunders at Coopers Field, 
Up on the Wormsley Estate at llbstone there Now there is a steep ascent up a wide flint- eid aed P the Americans based at Highmoor. 
are some steep ascents and fine views strewn path until you emerge onto a byroad NERVE ON SIA Ne vel he eve ws eae! 
| | } | of three children (two girls and a boy). The Margaret married sidney Dolphin, trom 
a 17 This estate is owned by Mark Getty and is at Turville Heath. Peppard. in 1949 and they moved into 
We love our local walks, but . a family was fairly well-to-do and Margaret had Ppara, y 
’ where the Red Kites were originally released. din h 
atiaas tnd nan areal ities oe et Turn left past some houses and barns the benefit of private schooling at Highlands their house near the Bird in Hand where 
oy ven jaricy som ethun lf A DU It houses one of the most scenic cricket M + | tl 2012 

: : - = ; . . to the far side of Turville Grange where Nursery in Peppard and Malvern House Schoo! argaret lived unti 
more more challenging and grounds in England. John Paul Getty might ; sie ; 

Ee ones sees Meee lac ao immediately on your left you will find a in Reading. Married life was busy, Sidney was Highways 
uplifting. The Chilterns offer RNG ENS IE GH Hie Onineee One nO footpath beside the Grange which heads . an 
fou UUTuy. LOG CUrtttucer rts OJJCr : . | | | 
: : cs ibaa de 4 Stains 4 payphone for his guests) but he certainly poe cicwardslesieone ance inal be cic But the Second World War brought a halt to Engineer for Oxfordshire County Council, 
CUMOUSANGAS Of JOOTPAtNs ANA knew a good view when he saw one. It’s —_ her education when she was 16. Margaret based in Shiplake Bottom, and was home 
hot dloangaue ty ehanes fray te | In the field here. This is the halfway point. , , at one o'clock each day for his cooked dinner 
bridteways to choose from. only 15 scenic miles by car from Sonning was needed to help with the milk round ; , ee 
But. to really stretch the Common via Henley Hambleden and The path skirts the Grange gardens and which operated from Coopers Field. She Margaret and sidney nag 3 children, Pat, Liz 

a ies eh Fingest. crosses a large field to a kissing gate drove into Reading to meet the milk train with = ANd Peter. Sadly, Pat died when she was only 
calves and expand the tungs ae 6 
CALVES ANE EXPANG Ure LUNGS qcsaieicostud Galea aut onerea leading into the woods. As you descend into only candle-lamps on the cold, dark winter 17 but, in the belief that “there's always 

ey ee ee ee eeee ST is walk is only 4 miles, but it offers fine 0” 
one has to venture a bit eae the valley again you will encounter some mornings, and delivered milk to the villagers. someone worse off", Margaret kept busy. 
erat] field views, rolling Chiltern valleys and guarantees steps which are testament to how steep the oe 
J PUNCH ¢ Ul uu stretched calves and expanded lungs. It will Accent eA oeenieieeio a Gana inc It seems that, during this period, her love of the she was a eee e ber o = g 


take you about 2'’%4 unhurried hours. Boots 
are advisable, especially in winter wnen 
some areas are muddy. 


her great passion, and she regularly attended 
meetings and held all posts. She was a 
volunteer at Peppard Chest Hospital, wheeling 


again. she started keeping a diary of her observations 
(a habit which lasted almost to the end of her 


Follow the path down to the road. Across 
life). She noticed when a pair of boots was on 


Pains er the road you will see a gated entrance 
ee ei tye ese ee eee to the Wormsley Estate with bollards and 
lostone Common opposite the cricket 


cameras. 
pavilion at the top of Gray’s Lane. 
SU75303 93620 Leaving this to your left, swing right on 
the path which leads through the woods 
Walk down Gray’s lane as far as you can 
y " f Kd di towards Manor Farm. You will emerge onto 
- a " ae an eo ell Ng a field close to a fence with the Farm 
Bene ee veep et yal ge eae buildings over the field to your left. There is 
houses dotted here and there. You emerge 
now a steep ascent. Sl bee eee 
By Maureen Eatwell 


overlooking some fields to a lovely view 


down over the valley. You enter the woods to your left via yet 


a Ree eaieciaiaranka another steep ascent and turn left just by 

seein ses as a : org oe the church, heading back to Gray's Lane 
across the field to a stile entering a wood 

through the woods and back up to your 
and across a small byroad. Look out for . 
starting point. 

white arrows on the trees to guide you. You 
have just descended about 100 metres 

in total. Now for some climbing... straight 
up over the field to a wood, possibly some 
sheep grazing here. 


Now you will doubtless be feeling in need 
of refreshment. There are several nice 
hostelries nearby. Our particular favourite is 
the Chequers Inn at Fingest straight back 


. down the valley. It has a nice garden, 
Through the second wood, straight over , Geis, faci 
a roaring wood fire in winter and serves 
another road and down a lane between 
some fields. Continue on the path which 
swings right as you enter a wood. See you in the woods! 


excellent food. 
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her trolley round the wards; she knitted jumpers 
for African babies; raised money for the Ken 
Thomas Body Scanner appead! at Royal Berks 
Hospital; and attended classes at Kidmore 
End Memorial Hall for art, calligraphy and 
flower arranging. she was a great gardener 
and loved her greenhouse. She loved books 
and looked forward to reading and delivering 
the Sonning Common magazine. And she 
was always home for her husband at lunch 
time and for the children from school. 


In her 60s Margaret began working in Sonning 
Common Library where she held story time 
for the children. She bought herself a Mini 
and would drive into the village for supplies, 
preferring to support the village shops 
whenever she could. 


In her lifetime, Margaret witnessed vast 
changes in society but was always able to 
accept them. She was one of the generation 
who lived through the Second World War. 

We may never see her like again. 


letters 
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AVVAY 


Wonderful though Sonning 
Common undoubtedly is, it is 
good to get away sometimes 
from my vegetables and 

soft fruit and the attendant 
predations of birds and sundry 
other cares and burdens. 


And to get far away — not necessarily 
geographically (the reach of the appalling 
Blackberry being what it is), but spiritually. 
such a place is Camasunary, a house that 
stands on its own a little way back from a 
beach of pale sand looking out from south- 
east Skye towards the islands of Soay, Rnum 
and Eigg. 


GONE GIRL 
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There is no road to Camasunary, just a 
terrifyingly steep track hacked out of the 
rock, manageable only by a proper 4x4 and 
much better walked. There is no electricity 
there, just daylight, candles, torches and 

two gas lamps in the sitting room. Best of 

all there is no phone signal - it’s a four hour 
climb up a mountain to get one, and even 
then reception is abysmal. 


Life there is simple but arduous. Meals have 
to be provided for twelve ravenous mouths. 
There are lobsters and giant edible crabs 

to be collected from the pots by boat, 

big juicy mussels to be harvested from the 
rocks, mackerel to be caught in the bay. 
The weather blowing in from the Atlantic is 





changeable beyond belief: dazzling sunlight 
one moment, a curtain of rain the next. The 
one thing you pray not to get is flat calm, 
because then the aerial armies of midges 
make being outside intolerable. 


The views, when the clouds clear, are 
staggering, with the jagged crests of the 
Cuillins towering to the west. The soul is 
cleansed, sleep is deep, appetite keen. | 
came back from just a week feeling like a 
new man capable of wrestling with giants 
and even mastering the latest flood of 
communications regarding village matters. 


| Know that won't last, but while it does, it feels 
very good. | 
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By PHILLIPPA TAPHOUSE 





Common Sense Nutrition 
Practical advice tailored to your needs 
Weight Issues 


Dietary Review Specialist in home-user & small business support: 
Food Allergy/ Intolerances Virus removal, slow computer, data backup, 


IBS : me data recovery, booting problems, hardware diagnosis 
Pregnancy and Child Nutrition 


Meal Planning 
Shopping Advice 


Computer repairs 





Over 10 years experience 


0 0759 898 3292 [<] jason@millwardit.co.uk 
Tel: 0776 1783034 
Email: zoehorsepool@hotmail.co.uk 
Zoe Horsepool BSc, ANutr 
16 Lambourne Road, Sonning Common 


millwardit.co.uk 








TOMALIN & SON 
ae Funeral Directors 

BS A Family Owned Funeral Service 

~- Tel:(01491) 573370 


ANDERSON HOUSE 
38 READING ROAD 
HENLEY-ON-THAMES 
RG9 IAG 


Golden Charter 


Funeral Plans oe 











TOMALIN & SON 
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans ow 


For more information, contact 


T el: (01491) 573370 


£40 John Lewis Voucher 
or 
£40 Donation to Sue Ryder Care 
with each plan taken out on production of this advert 


Golden Charter 


Funeral Plans a 














a JJC Electrical Services Limited ON 
——— Tai chi for Health 


Kidmore End War Memorial Hall, 


Sonning Common Electrician 
Reades Lane, Sonning Common 


Jerry Cole 
Telephone: 07834 346 487 
E-mail: jicelecservitdi@tiscali.co.uk 
Website: www.jjcelecservitd.co.uk 


Tuesdays (Term time) 





9.30-10.30 - Improvers 
10.45-11.45 - Beginners 


Chen style Tai chi 
Improve your stamina, balance, strength 
& Co-ordination 


ELECSA 


* Fault diagnosis, repair and rewires 
« New installation work 

* Fuse board changes 

* Lighting advice and installation please ring Debbie on 07802 347943 


www.debbiepage.org 


PET COUNTRY SUPPLIES 


We stock all types of 
v Animal Feed 
v Frozen Meat 
v Farm Feeds 


We Stock Products for 


Animal Well Being 43a Wood Lane 
Wild Birds Sonning Common RG4 9S} 

0118 9723495 
F Aetna Email interestedin@ petcountrysupplies.co.uk 

am) ante 7 www.petcountrysupplies.co.uk 

pone Animals Mon to Sat 9.am to 5.30pm (5pm Sat) 
Wild life 9am to 490m Weds 
Toys and Beds Closed all day Sunday and Bank Hols 





We have been trading in the village for over 40 years 
We have old fashioned friendly Service 


You may be surprised 
We can’t stock everything but we can get most things 


we now stock 
for your pet! We deliver free on orders over £25.00 
COME AND SEE US !! > 


{ OTSWOLD BAIT 
CREATIONS 


Also We Sell 
MEM BERSHIP for 
SHIPLAKE & BINFIELD 
ANGLING CLUB 


Ponds 


v 
v 
v 
v 
v 
v 
v 
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with local, helpfull service since 1960 


ii. We WINNER OF THE 
{ B) VAUXHALL CUSTOMER 
y EXCELLENCE AWARD 2012 
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NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TO BIG 


Carpet, Vinyl, Wood & Laminate Flooring 


STolalaliare Oxo) itlanle) eM aa:i Or: 1a: 
At Home Pet Care 





fy MasterFit Servicing 
CE froma dealer established for over 50 years! 


li 
“hal 


AAA Telaleliarecxelanlaateyan'c-leydat-]\moean 


0118 972 2021 


easy 0) 0Y=]a0 Mm acer=le mere) alaliave m@xe)nalaale)ammacy-lel[ale 
Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 8am - 6pm e Sat 8.30am - 12.30pm ¢ Sun CLOSED 


CLIVE THE HANDYMAN 


Painting & Decorating - Patch Plastering 
Woodwork - Tiling - Fascias 
Roofing - Gutter Repairs - Boxing In 
Brickwork Repointing - Small Plumbing Jobs 
Flat Pack Assembly - Blinds & Curtain Rails 
General Household Repairs 
No Job Too Small 


All Work Guaranteed - Fully Insured 


Give me aring 


CO Foster Interiors 
} Ny The Local Soft Fucnishor 
SCURTAINS 


UPHOLSTERY & LOOSE COVERS 


Made to the highest standards 
from an extensive range of fabrics 
brought to your home. 
Complete fitting and advisory service. 
Curtains hung and dressed, ensuring complete 
satisfaction — Most competitive prices 


‘Telephone: 01491 680291 
for reliable and personal service 





when you are on holiday or at work 
Cats 
Daily visits to clean, feed and pamper 
Small Pets 
Home visits to care for your Rabbits, 
Guinea Pigs, Hampsters ,etc 
Dog Walking 


Regular or occasional walks 


Puppy Visits , | 
To feed, play, toilet break and clean up A 
Please call Alison for further information 
Tel 0118 97225948 / O07 787 114536 


Beville 


Residential & Probate Valuations 
Development & Planning Advice 
New Homes Financial Advice 








Contact us for a free valuation 


0118 924 25 26 


Email: info@beville.co.uk 


28 Peppard Road, Sonning Common, 
South Oxfordshire RG4 9SU 


www.beville.co.uk 


Over 60 varieties 


APPLES&PEARS 


+ £1 OFF WITH THIS AD valid 2013 + 


Cross Lanes Fruit Farm oS 41. 


ho 


Mapledurham, RG4 /“UW 
Tel: 0118 9/2 3167 Hp 


Join AF0%4 to Reading at Cane End, first right, right again. 


Farm shop is on the road to Goring Heath. 
* APPLE DAY SUNDAY 13 OCTOBER * 
wan crosslanestruittarm co.uk 


&) HHP 


Whatever your electrical needs are, HHP Electrical can 
help... 


With electrical services ranging from: 
eLighting / Power upgrades 
eFull / Part Rewires 
eFault finding and repairs 
eFull Electrical Safety/ Landlords Inspections 
All to suit the exact requirements of our clients. 


0118 9724108 - www.hhpelectrical.co.uk 


info@hhpelectrical.co.uk 
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FOR SALE 


by former Sonning Common resident 
= eu 


fe sill 


a ig i A luxury one bedroom 


apartment in beautiful 
communal gardens with 
own allocated parking. Stunning mountain views. 


£125,000 (offered with no onward chain) 
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Talullah Nails specialising in Bio Sculpture Gel 


A long lasting & chip-proof nail treatment! 


Christine Ullah - Nail Technician 

T: 01491 682982 M: 07791 256853 

Northam House, Main Street, Stoke Row, RG9 5QR 
chris@talullahnails.co.uk # www.facebook.com/TalullahNails 





sonningcommon 
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Many of you will remember Joy and 
Merion who lived in Grove Road, 
Sonning Common from 1968 until 
they moved to Somerset in 1994. 


sadly, Joy died at home in May this year in Nailsea, (near Bristol) 
after a long, cruel and debilitating illness which she fought with 
great courage. Meirion, who had cared for her throughout, sadly 
followed her only two monihs later and they are buried together 
in Holy Trinity Church, Nailsea. 


They are greatly missed by their children, Helen, Graham, Gillian, 
Louise and Anne, all of wnom grew up in Sonning Common and 
went to the local schools and Henley College. We send them 
our love and best wishes. 


Joy and Meirion were involved with so many aspects of village 
life. Their love of music resulted in Joy singing with South Chiltern 
Choral Society for many years and Meirion with Reading Male 
Voice Choir. He also ran South Oxfordshire Concert Society for 
years before it closed when The Hexagon became too competitive 
for classical concerts. At the end of his working life he was Financial 
Director of Burton Biscuits and was involved with the charity Reading 
Industrial Therapy Organisation (RITO) (the parent of Greenshoots at 
Manor Farm, Peppard). As a keen member of the primary school 
PTA, Meirion was one of the key people involved with the planning 
and building of the swimming pool. Many children will have gone 
to their house for PIA-organised music lessons. They were made 





very welcome as was anyone who visited their home. Meirion 

was Treasurer of FISH, probably the first, and also of the Berkshire 
branch of St John’s Ambulance organisation for many years. 

Joy was Treasurer of the play group when her children were young 
but she will probably be best remembered by the village as a 
whole as a very understanding and helpful pharmacist in Carson's 
(as it was then) in Wood Lane where she always welcomed both 
friends and strangers with great warmth and good humour. Both 
were involved in the Chiltern Villages Oxfam Support Group. 

They were active members of Caversham Baptist Church. 


They had their sadnesses in life, particularly the death of their 
daughter Ruth, but were always cheerful and optimistic. 


For those of us who were their close friends, it is hard to come 
to terms with the fact that they have both gone, but we all have 
such happy memories of their time here. The village has every 
reason to remember their lives with gratitude and appreciation. 
They gave themselves tirelessly to others. 


Not much happens im August - hah! 


When | was approached about 


becoming a parish councillor some responsibility for urgent decision-making 
was delegated to the parish clerk wno was 


able to obtain support from appropriate 
councillors where needed. 


five years ago | started to take an 
even closer interest in the council 
and began atiending monthly 
parish meetings. 


| found that the parish council did not meetin “8 Yer 


August. “Why?" | enquired. “We just don’t. Not 
much happens in August,” came the response. 


With three Augusts as a parish councillor behind 
me | now know that, even without parish council 
meetings, the wheels of local government do 
not stop turning over the summer. 
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In preparation for the August break, 


® Our street cleaner went on holiday for 
much of the month. An understudy 
had to be recruited, trained and paid. 


job description, drawing up an advert 
and signing off costings involved. 


® SODC Planning Office deadlines 
for recommendations on planning 
applications and appedis still had 


To give you a flavour of what happened to be met. 


® Then, just to keep those of us not away 
on holiday on our toes, a giant wasps’ 
nest, located in an incinerator on the 
allotments, had to be destroyed. Good 
job the pest control officer wasn't away 


®@ The assistant parish clerk resigned and for August! 
wheels had to be put in motion to find 
a replacement. This entailed writing a 


JOHN STOVES, Vice Chairman, Sonning 
Common Parish Council 


letters > 


We moved house earlier in the year and would like to say how useful we 





: Keep Sonning Common beautiful 


| note in today’s paper that a philanthropist has left £2.3 million found Sonning Common Magazine. We carried out quite a bit of work to 
to his local town of Sidmouth in Devon with the stipulation that 
it be used to keep Sidmouth beautiful with the planting of a 


million flowers. Lucky Sidmouth! 


our new home and decided to try and use local companies, all of which we 
found in Sonning Common Magazine. We were planning to undertake a very 
large volume of work over a 5 day period and adherence to programmed 
The Village Gardeners here in Sonning Common don't need 
anything like that amount of money but we do need some 
funds for bulb and tree planting this Autumn. 


slots was essential! This work involved decorators, heating engineers, roofers, 
tree surgeons, new double glazing, electricians and a locksmith. (They 
probably all know who they are)! Without exception the local companies we 
If you can help us, please make out a cheque to The Village used were punctual, efficient and their work was of very high quality. (We had 
Gardeners, or cash, if you prefer, and leave it with the Parish 
Clerk in the village hall. Any donations, however small, will be 
gratefully received to help keep our village up to the current 


standard. Thank you. 


CHRISSIE PHILLIPS-TILBURY Woodlands Road 


no idea how much strong tea and biscuits were to be consumed during the 
week)! We now keep a copy of the magazine handy - just in case! 


We would like to say many thanks fo all those involved. 


A & G GRAY 


Unexpected behaviour 


On Thursday 4 July at about 8pom | saw a car parking, blocking 

my car in my drive. | went out fo let the driver know and | was very 
surprised when she dismissed me with a gesture and said: “I’ve got 
a job to do”. This lady was dressed in a nurse’s (or carer’s) uniform. 


Inconsiderate parking 
; on the pavement 


| know the parking around the shops is 
bad, even though there always seem to 
be parking spaces available in the car 


park. 
| have a family member | sometimes have to meet about this time and 


| need to use the car. The obstruction has happened on more than this 
occasion but this is the first time | saw the driver. There were lots more 
spaces to park in the street and indeed she only had to move her car 
forward or back a couple of metres to leave the drive exit free but she 
ignored me. 


| wanted to point out another problem 
which | see every day as | walk my dog- 
cars seemingly abandoned on 

the pavements 
around the 


village. This 
| saw the lady again about 45 minutes later wnen she came back to her causes obvious 


car and told her | would let the police know of her behaviour fo which she >} problems for 
answered: “Don't be ridiculous”. : : parents with 





orams, elderly 
people and the 


At 10 am the following morning | did go to the Police office in Sonning 
Common and gave to them all the details. Wno would expect such fi 
behaviour of somebody in her position. : ; dlsalled, 


MRS. P. MEADOWCROFT Crowsley Way | | IAN TROUP 
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NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY... | 
Summer story times‘ 


Over the summer the library held special story times every Saturday morning. These were based on 
the Reading Agency’s Summer Reading Challenge which this year was ‘Creepy House’. 


A corner of the library was turned into a Creepy House, with spiders, ghosts, owls and bats. Witches & 
monsters visited, and each week over 20 children enjoyed creepy stories and crafts. They made such 
things as badges (a different one each week), DUPPets, Masks, mobiles, windmills, spiders & skeletons. 
Each week we also had a sale of home-made cakes, to raise money to pay for the craft materials. 


| don’t want to mention names in case | miss anyone out by accident, but if you helped in the library / 
in any way over the summer — thank you very much, we couldn’t have done it without you! 


saturday story times return to normal now: each week at 10am there will be stories and colouring 
for under-8s. Our next special story time will be on 2 November, with a Bonfire Night theme. 


A 
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Weddi ngs Funerals 


Hand-Tied Cif Bouquets 


National & International Deliveries 
Fully Qualified “Tatist 


42 Wood Lane ® Sonning Common ® RG4 9SL 
0118 972 1240 0777 179 0916 


We turn feelin as inte flowers 


Fed up with limescale? 


Compass Water Softeners 


SALT, SALES, SERVICE, INSTALLATION 
0118 9723773 01189410869 0796 700 9838 


www.compasswatersofteners.co.uk 


Email: martin@compasswatersofteners.co.uk 





TEXTUREPLUS 


Tree Local Helivery 


& 


WINDOWS - DOORS - CONSERVATORIES 
FASCIA - SOFFITS - GUTTERING - CLADDING 
WINDOW REPAIRS - MISTY GLASS 
Use your Local Installer with 30 
years experience 
For a FREE quotation 
Call Mike Dockree on 


0118 972 4376 or 07785928190 


All window, door & conservatory 
installations carry a 10 year guarantee 
and the finished product is 
independently inspected with 
all certificates 
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MEB’S Decorplus 


Mr (Husband & Wife Team) Mrs 


eInterior and Exterior Decorating ePlastering 

eFloor and Wall Tiling eArtexing 

eWallpaper Hanging eCarpentry- Architraves + Doors + Skirting eCoving 
Complete Home Improvements 

eNHBC Awarded ePPL Insured 


eInsurance Work Undertaken 


(Quality Comes As Standard) 


¢30+ Year in Business 


Sonning Commom 


(T)07880 342363 


Tel: 0118 9721442 


(M)07920 092875 
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Here at Cross Lanes we have a splendid crop 
of many traditional English apple varieties. We 
grow over fifty varieties of apples, all different — 
sweet, sharp, juicy, crisp, nutty, rich, aromatic, 
complex and delicious. Come along to our 
Open Day and titillate your taste buds. Sweet 
juicy pears will be out for tasting too. 


There are a host of other attractions. Apple 
games for the children and an array of apple 
peelers - who can get the longest piece of 
peel. See how the fresh apple juice is made 
and sample the different varieties. Bees 

are essential for apple growing and the 
beekeepers will be keen to share the secrets of 
the bees with you. Stalls will be selling delicious 
apple pies, cakes, muffins and jellies with local 
cider and plants too. 


Join one of the guided walks at 11am or 
12.300M and 26M or 3.30|m. This will show 


Parkinson’s UK 


Henley on Thames Branch 


sonningcommon 
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what is involved in producing excellent fruit 

in todays’ climate. Do you have problems 
with pest and disease or with your pruning? 
Displays in the barn will answer your questions. 
Many surprising stories about apples will be 
there too. 


The Farm Shop, selling Cross Lanes apples and 
pears, juices and honey, will be open as Usual. 
Tea and refreshments will be available all day. 


Entrance and car parking are FREE. For further 
information contact Gill Franklin on 0118 972 
3167 or see www.crosslanesfruitfarm.co.uk 


NOTE: If you miss the day, the Farm Shop 

is open every Wednesday to Sunday from 
10.00am to 6.00 6m until The apples run out 

in January. Or see us at Farmers’ Markets in 
Reading, Purley, Wallingford, Henley, Abingdon 
or Ascot. 


The Henley branch of the national charity Parkinson’s UK was 
formed a little over twelve months ago. With other branches in 


Oxford and Reading, it was apparent that a branch serving Henley 


and district was required. 


In February of this year the branch was 
formally recognised at its inaugural meeting. 


The role of the branch is to be a support for 
Parkinson’s sufferers, their carers and families; 


change attitudes to the condition; and ultimately 


find a cure, through fundraising for research. 


The branch meetings are held on the fourth 


Wednesday of each month between 10.30am and 


12.30(mM in the Kempster Hall at The 
Christ Church Centre, Reading Road, Henley. 


Anyone suffering from Parkinson’s, their 
carers, families and volunteers wishing to 


help are very welcome. The meetings are 


for socialising, sharing problems and have 


a wide range of talks from guest soeakers 
on subjects both related and unrelated 
to Parkinson’‘s. 


Further details can be obtained from the Branch 


secretary on 0776666651 or email: nickie. 


parkinsonshenley@gmail.com 
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By DR T.P. DUDENEY 
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diary dates 
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eee 2 






i National trust visit fo STINE: Village Hall pick up 9.1 5am 


30pm Spm 





SATURDAY 12 





Seen LY 





TUESDAY 1S 





WEDNESDAY 16 





THURSDAY 7 





MONDAY =I 





THURSDAY 24 





SUNDAY 2 27 





TUESDAY 29 ~ From 1.30pm 





ovember 2015 


FRIDAY 1 Meu cl Baila Hall 


10am - 12noon 





MONDAY 4 FISH pus to Tesco 0 Henley - Home pick up From ohn 





FRIDAY 8 


TUESDAY 12 





CEHS "Beauty ¢ and 4 Divers of Plant Foliage’ Peppard Memorial Hall 


Henna 14 





| MONDAY ne 





WEDNESDAY 20 





FRIDAY 29 10am - 12 noon 





FISH runs regular shopping trips to Tesco in Henley and Henley and Reading town cenires. Also monthly trips 
to a local Garden Centre and a Mystery Tea Tour. For more information and to book call 0118 972 3986. 


FOR BEAUTTFUL GARDENS 


Choose from our wide range of quality garden 
services: design and construction, plants and 
maintenance. We tailor-make our service for you. 
For a free, no-obligation visit and written estimate 


from RHS qualified staff, call0O1844 279430 


or email info@brannfordsgardens.co.uk 


Full details at www.brannfordsgardens.co.uk 





0118 972 4905 








Over 200 happy customers in 
sonning Common, 


Milo and Michael Harper 


Milo Technical Support 
22 Sedgewell Road 


incorporating 


Mop: 


be 


ceo ae 


Tie peel as rm, gi rl we 
Ley. Alu@rmininrm smc 


Timber VWiinicia wi a 
Doork ano onser watoorias 


Francine. Somitsa mn) Ciaitta ricicg 


Come & Experience authentic 
Tandoori & Bengali Cuisine 


OGUWHW CCL i GGLE 


21 Wood Lane 
Sonning Common 
0118 972 3104 / 972 1054 


S ] HINTON 


Carpenter & Joiner 
Wide range of high-quality carpentry 
services delivered by skilled craftsman 
Built-In Wardrobes, Cupboards, Shelving. 
Kitchen Fitting, Doors, Floors, Windows, 
Stairs, Roof Construction. 
Telephone Steve on 0118 972 3602 
or 07887 653866 


* Fully Air-Conditioned 
* Large Groups Catered For 
x Open 7 Days a Week 


TAKE-AWAY MENU 
We Guarantee Prompt Service on All Orders 


12 Newfield Road Telephone 0118 972 3059 
AWAD AXedalaliay-xexe)aalaare)a] sf=r- lela Ace nbl 4 


*MANICURE * PEDICURE * ORGANIC FACIALS 
* MD FORMULATIONS GLYCOLIC PEELS 
“WAXING * LASHAND BROW TREATMENTS 
¢ SPRAY TANNING * MAKE-UP * MASSAGE 
¢ BRIDAL HOLIDAY AND MUM-TO-BE PACKAGES AVAILABLE 


Gift Vouchers Available 
Some reduced price treatments available each 
week please ring to check availablity 











nobleintentions 


landscape garden design 


Professional 
advice, design & 
planting for your 
garden. 


Call Gail Noble 
on 0118 972 3214 


www.noble-intentions.com 
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New - All Day Breakfast & Lunch Menu 


Selection of homemade dishes, freshly prepared to order 


Teas, Coffees and Cakes Served All Day 
Open from Yam - 4:30pm Monday - Friday 


Winnie’s Lunch Club 


Specials served every Thursday, discounted especially for seniors 


All in the elegant surroundings of our vintage tea rooms 


25 Wood Lane = Sonning Common =« Oxfordshire = RG4 9SJ 

















High quality education and child care under the 
Early years foundation stage (EVP) for children 
4 months to 5 years 


* Gaod OFSTED report 
® Pre-school sessions available 
® Open all year, Monday to Friday, 7am te 7pm 
® Plexthle fours 
® Farly years education grants available 


® Cvrricuium includes French, Music & Movement 
and Thames Valley Gym 


*Amall friendly and personal care in 
Sonning Common 
for further information, please ask for the manager 
on gris 972 4783, or visit our website, 
Ud ee | fr nit rng qrere WILE lens reer 


emails: info alphabeidaynursertes.com 





0118 327 1128 


Fed Up With Call Centres 


Barrs Insurance 
Mark & Helen Richards 

Your Local Insurance Brokers 
For The Unusual & The Usual 

Let Us Take Care Of Your Insurance 

- House & Contents - Business - Liabilities 

* Travel - Landlords « Professional Indemnity 
-Horse - Shops « Sickness / Accident 

Commercial / Unusual Vehicle 
lf It's Not listed We Still Can Help 
All IP: Of Insurance Enquiries Welcome 














mail: info@ barrs-insurances.co.uk 
wwwyw..barrs-insurance.co.uk 


Unit 2, Kidby's Yard, Kennylands Road, Sonning Common RG4 JT 
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Specialising in helping Start-Ups and Small Businesses, we 
offer a full range of accounting and tax services by email 
and post. Need accounts and tax to satisfy HMRC? Want 
to outsource all your accounting to free up time? We make 
your life simpler, with performance guarantees ensuring 
excellent service or your money back. 
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